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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the teaching approach of reading in the early stage of
literacy development in Japanese as a heritage language (JHL) education. The first year of
learning literacy at school is a transitional period from fun reading-aloud activities at home to the
activities that require hard work at school, and this transition is a major change for children. In
order for children to quickly pass the initial literacy stage and to improve the reading ability to the
level where children can read independently without any help, teachers must provide systematic
and well-planned instruction based on the knowledge of theories and research of early literacy
development. This paper first examines the theory of the reading process and based on the
theoretical framework the paper examines the reading instruction in the initial stage of the early
literacy education in JHL schools and provides examples of the instructional activities. In JHL
education, “bottom-up model” of reading, an approach that first teaches each character
individually and then moves to word recognition, is dominantly used. Reading-aloud a book is
also used as an instructional activity in JHL classes, but the instruction takes place only when
there is an extra time, and in the same way as it is utilized at home. While addressing the
questions of what is reading and what it means to be able to read, this paper examines the theory
and research findings about the model of the reading process and reading ability development,
and based on that, presents instructional strategies together with some examples of instructional
activities for initial literacy development stage in JHL education.
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