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Presenters: Tomomi Sato, University of Virginia
Miyuki Johnson, Elkins Pointe Middle School
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Yasu-Hiko Tohsaku, University of California San Diego
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AATJ Membership

Membership registration: https:/www.aatj.org/membership (January 1 - December 31)

Quarterly newsletter, semiannual journal

Member rate for two annual conferences (ACTFL, AAS)

Professional development programs

Japanese National Honor Society (high school or college level)

National Japanese Exam

Membership in a regional or state Japanese language educators’ association
Teacher Awards

Special Interest Groups



https://www.aatj.org/membership

AATJ/JFLA Covid 19 Survey

Purpose: To develop solid understanding of how the pandemic has affected Japanese
language in the United States in order to execute necessary supports
accordingly.

Period: Monday, February 1st to Monday, February 22nd
e The link to the survey will be distributed via AATJ Facebook, AATJ email list,
affiliates’ email lists, among others.
e Only about 5 minutes to respond.

Prizes (special virtual background) to those who have responded before the deadline!



ACTFL/AATJ Co-sponsored Webinar

Date: February 16,2021/ Time: 6:00-7:00 PM Eastern, 3:00-4:00 PM Pacific
Title: Lessons for All Languages: How teaching Japanese taught us to be Engaging Teachers

What motivates students to learn a new language - especially a language so different from their native
language? Jessica Haxhi (ACTFL President) and Elena Kamanetzky (2021 ACTFL National Language
Teacher of the Year) were motivated not only to learn Japanese, but to become teachers. Jessica and
Elena use their experience of learning Japanese to inform their teaching. Join them as they share what
they have learned about motivating learners, engaging learners in developing proficiency, and guiding
learners to gain confidence and competence to function with and within another culture.

Details and registration information coming soon!



AATJ/JFLA Webinar March 6, 2021

Title: New York Tough: Working Together for Creating Online Teaching Materials

Presenters: Asako Tochika, Lehman College, CUNY
Kazuko Saito, LaGuardia Community College, CUNY
Maayan Barkan, Hunter College, CUNY
Shige (CJ) Suzuki, Baruch College, CUNY
Tomonori Nagano, LaGuardia Community College, CUNY



JFLA Upcoming Events

MASK UP 2020 Haiku Lecture + Workshop with SuihoEn
Entry Deadline: January 22, 2021 6:00pm(EST) February 16,2021 7:00pm - 8:10pm (PST)

Free Online Event, RSVP Required

Learn the history and basics of Haiku, and
Write one yourself with an inspirational

Japanese Garden video!

https://www.cgp.org/maskup2020




JFLA Grant

SPECIAL COVID-19 RELIEF GRANT FOR JAPANESE TEACHING MATERIALS

Application Deadline: 1/31/21 (Must Arrive On Or Before This Date).
(Complete all purchasing and submit all final grant paperwork by 3/31/2021)

- Aspecial short-term grant program to assist Japanese-language programs

» Upto $1,000 for the purchasing of teaching materials and cultural items

Contact Program Officer Mike Penny (mike penny@iflalc.org) https://www.iflalc.org/grants-jle-srg


mailto:mike_penny@jflalc.org
https://www.jflalc.org/grants-jle-srg

AAT)J Lifetime Achievement Award

Honors living members of AATJ) who have demonstrated a lifetime of achievement in
Japanese education at the national and international level.

Past awardees:

2015 Laurel Rasplica Rodd
2017 Seiichi Makino

2019 Naomi McGloin

2021 Official presentation will be at AATJ Spring Conference, but here is a “Sneak
peek’....



Congratulations, Dr. Yasu-Hiko Tohsaku!




Protocols

Please mute your mic.

Please turn off your camera.

Please use the Chat Room for questions only.

Feel free to respond to the question in Chat.
There will be time for Q&A at the end.

Please complete the evaluation and the PD survey.
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Advocating for Proficiency-Oriented Japanese Language
Learning through National Japanese Exam

Presenters: Tomomi Sato, NJE Director / University of Virginia
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NATIONAL
JAPANESE EXAM

HAGETA R

Tomomi Sato
NJE Director

= r’ A

Miyuki Johnson
NJE Assistant Director

NJE Team

I

(
Yasu-Hiko Tohsaku

*Administration

*Test Writers

*Test Development Team
*Recording Team

*English Editors

*Test Analysis & Practice Test Team

NJE Advisor

Junko Tokuda Simpson

NJE Test Development Coordinator
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To recognize achievement in the study of Japanese language and culture

* EBEDEFR—L 2 ERDD

To motivate students to further study and explore Japanese language and culture

* A4 T —BRD¥EERETS

To advocate for standards-based, proficiency-oriented, and content-based teaching

and learning of Japanese
* 2F (5D HOBEERSTS
To serve as a diagnostic assessment of Japanese language skills

(Skimming, Scanning, Contextual Reading/Listening, Cultural Knowledge, Vocabtilary,
Grammar)



NJE LRILEZER W R E

NJE LAXJL
(ACTFL Guidelines)

NJE LAJL1
BEZHRE BUREF -
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205

NJE L~)L2
BEEMH/L

NJE L~JL3
BEEHHT




|dentify the main idea and
basic details when reading
ikl guasi-authentic, simple,

Proficiency Expectation:
Students are able to correctly identify the main idea and basic details when reading quasi-authentic, WO rd-level or s h (@) rt
simple, word-level or short connected texts with strong contextual support.

Students are able to read words written in hiragana, katakana, and kaniji pertaining to a limited number conn eCted teXtS W|th Stro ng

of basic personal and social needs (see topics list).

Thematic and Cultural Areas Text Types con teXtu da I Su p po rt .

For each of these areas, students should have a basic |Signs Level 2: Listening
knowledge of Japanese cultural products and practices |Lists
related to that area. Advertisements Proficiency Expectation:
Announcements Students are able to correctly identify the main idea and basic details when listening to quasi-al
All areas for Level 1 exam, plus: Schedules sentences or short connected audio texts spoken by sympathetic native speakers, with strong
Weather and Seasons Email messages contextual support, pertaining to a limited number of basic personal and social needs (see topit
Hobbies and Leisure Activities Short letters Thematic and Cultural Areas Text Types
Going Out (Shopping, Restaurants) Text chats
Major Annual Event Web page screen sh Conversations (in situations calling for
Instructions, directions ach of these areas, students should have a formal speech)
Menus nowledge of Japanese cultural products and | Descriptions
Labels related to that area. Announcements
Haiku . . Instructions/Directions
. w Postcards S |g ns L | StS Phone messages
Hobbies and ? ’ Songs

. Iviti . Excerpts from television or radio broadt
Leisure Activities Advertisements p
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ﬁ% ] % 7|-‘_ I~ 2020 National Japanese Exam Results
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Level 3

71 v AL N)L - Bronze

Category
Teacher
School
Scores
Total Score  Total Percentage Reading Score Reading Percentage Listening Score  Listening Percentage
25 78% 14 out of 16 88% 11 out of 16 69%
Scores by Labels 17

contextual listening contextual reading cultural knowledge  grammar scanning skimming vocabulary
70% 83% 80% 77% 72% 100% 78%
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Gold Level Certificates
T—=ILRLARIJL

students who get 90% and above on the tests
HEDIOWNL LD IEERDRRE ICES

Silver Level Certificates
2 )VIN—LAR)L

students who get 80-89%
80-89% D IEEXRDREREICIRS

Bronze Level Certificates
ORI

students who get in the 70-79%
70-79% DIEEXRDZEREICERS

Honorable Mention Certificates

ZNE

students who get 60-69%
60-69% D IFEXDTERE

Participation Certificates
eI

students who participate but get below 60%

60% U T DIEERDRERE

ZBREEEICEDRE

— FEBREZEZ. FEEHROMEL

American Association of Teachers of Japanese

SRARERESE |

National Japanese Examination 2020
NJEBAXRETR b+

Middle/Junior High School Level 2

PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE £in¥

John Smith

AAT] Middle School 8
St i e
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mailto:aatj@aatj.org

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF JAPANESE
2KAKEHEFER

Contact Home

About Jobline

Q

[each OnIine\

eaching &
lassroom
esources

Prof. Development Advocacy Study in Japan Student Activities

Overview
What's New Japanese National
Honor Society
Sy ‘—x ' Nengajo Contest

National Japanese

*NEW WEBINAR: January 16, 2021: Advocating for your p Exam

SUBMIT A PROPOSAL FOR AATJ 2021 FALL CONFERENCE AT ACTFL - DEADLINE 1/15

https://www.aatj.org/national-japanese-exam

nje@aatj.org



https://www.aatj.org/national-japanese-exam
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o Skimming (B & - KEEIE) A
e Scanning (WL ETEHIEL)
e Contextual reading/listening (3> 79 XA Lh o #EA() Zﬂf)ti(%?)%g?ﬁ,ﬁ
e Vocabulary (GEF. N EHED)
e Grammar
e Cultural knowledge Y,
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II. You received an email from Ll.lm é /u, the captain of the club you belong to. Read the email and answer the questions.

L NN ) HUL1C — Inbox .~ , =
. - = BeJ. aA>TO9AD
ft o emw = tyk7vS

NJE®DERE S——

Subject: HULK
Date: December 8,2013 10:48:45 PM EST

NJE Website

TZAF—LDHEE h

Click here for sample test questions: F—LEx v IFVOILETT, %#ZI‘ (ZIKI)
HUTIVEBRIES
https://www.quia.com/pages/njesamples/all W26, AL SIEEEH,ISTTN,. BRAKI—FNRERET

S=TFAaVINBDET, EHSHEHONALULD SIEAREIST
To TZARAOA—MCARFEICETLLEZ W,

National Japanese Exam Sample Exam Questions

My Quia activities and quizzes

(I1]:2]

| JEET Level 1 Listening Sample Questions
https://www.quia.com/quiz/5125163.html

e} e} =
» [ | Level 1 Reading Sample Questions 3. What is this email about? 7 O */7 I\ ( =§ Fl:ﬁ )
https://www.quia.com/quiz/5125166.html ~ Practice location A ‘EE *Rﬂi
| 007 Level 2 Listening Sample Questions Coaches’ meeting

https://www.quia.com/quiz/5125165.html F IE % 1 O . ﬁié: EL Hﬁ 3 O

Practice schedule.

[ | Level 2 Reading Sample Questions

https://www.quia.com/quiz/5125164.html Captain’s meeting.

| 12 | Level 3 Listening Sample Questions

https://www.quia.com/quiz/5125162.html 4. What are you expected to do at 5:30 tomorrow?

[ QUIZ | Level 3 Reading Sample Questions Attend a meeting

https://www.quia.com/quiz/5125167.html Clean the tennis court 23
Last updated 2018/10/23 10:05:33 PDT Practice tennis

Recruit new members
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) Shopping

) Parking

) Ski rental
Lunch
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2. When is the last day of this event?

) Tuesday

") Saturday 24
Sunday

) Friday
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I. Kenji wants to try the new Ramen shop that he found on the Ramen store app. Kenji
called Kyoko and left a voicemail. Listen to the voicemail, and asnwer the questions.

Play audio

1. Where is the Ramen store located?
In front of the park.
Behind the park.
To the right of the park.

To the left of the park.

2. When is Kenji suggesting going to the Ramen shop?
Thursday
25
Saturday
Sunday

Wednesday
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I. Your Japanese host brother, Michio, is sick in bed. Michio asks you to check his phone to read what he has done

® O O TaskMate
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and what he still

M| awvepicx—n | [ evemioremos

M[ szove e |1 [ zeors—1az<

Ej | #micr<

L] B

1. What does Michio still ne

A guitar.
A Shirt.
A book.
A presen! t.

2. What does Michio still nee

Buying a book.

ed to buy?

L] [ ~eoesrats

L] i E

(] [ remL<horat eyv7Le b aEY

[ | S ABTIES AT

[] | ROE AT

[ | FH-DhALS IETS

3. What has Michio completed already?
Cleaning his room.
Walking the dog.
Doing homework.

Making a phone call.

d to complete?

Going to the bookstore.

Writing a report.
Writing an email.

26
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8. Masaru’s older sister wants to go see a movie after 9pm. According to this website, when would it be the cheapest for her to go?
O Sunday
O Thursday
O Monday
O Wednesday

9. According to this website, how much more does she have to pay to watch the movie in 3D?
O 400 yen
O 200 yen
O 100 yen
O 300 yen
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Thematic and Culture Areas

Self and Family

Daily Routine

School Life

Directions and Locations
Food

Shopping

Fashion and Clothes

Weather and Seasons

Hobbies and Leisure Activities
Going Out (Shopping, Restaurants)
Major Annual Events

Social Interactions

Health, Wellness, and Physical Features

Housing, Rooms, and Home Life
Clothing

Directions and Locations
Transportation and Travel

Text Types (Reading)

Signs

Lists
Advertisements
Announcements
Email messages
Schedules

Maps

Tickets

Receipts
Short letters

Text chats
Instructions/Directions

Menus

Labels

Haiku

Postcards

Brochures
Magazine/Newspaper articles
Blogs

Websites

Text Types (Listening)

Advertisements

Short Conversations
Simple Descriptions

Daily Announcements
Simple Instructions/Directions
Phone messages

Songs

Conversations (in situations
calling for formal speech)
Descriptions
Announcements
Instructions/Directions

Excerpts from television or radio
broadcasts

https://www.aatj.org/national-
japanese-exam



https://www.aatj.org/national-japanese-exam
https://www.aatj.org/national-japanese-exam
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o H%HMDProfessional Development(Z D75
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« Content-based, Task-based, Standard-based instructions
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“l knew some of the stuff, but not all of it, so it was
a fun challenge.”

“I think that it will be helpful by having this test to
reflect on my Japanese knowledge, and see what |
know.”

“l wish | didn’t study as much vocabulary, but
instead focus on application and scenarios.”;


https://www.dropbox.com/s/yocfrhr4920ho3b/IMG_2297.MOV?dl=0

NIEZR(TESE5HM-FI R
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RETOVSLDEBDEZILDHEMIT
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sy, ELKINS POINTE MIDDLE SCHOOL %~

FULTON COUNTY SCHOOLS

Damian Bounds, Principal ’,ﬁtmly
X »

/,)’\{ruu

Lbey, AP » De. Gladys Pesples, 4P

0ad, Roswell, C.
Phone: (470) 254-2692 + Fax: (479)

%) o
DLESCW

January 7, 2021
Dear parents of 8" grade Japanese students,

Kannichiwa! Iam writing to let you know about the opportunity for the National
Japanese Exam (NJE). This is an online, proficiency-oriented, standards-based and culture-
related assessment tool for middle (junior) school 8* grade (Japanese I), high school (Japanese I-
II0). and college students who are studying Japanese as a second language. This is to test their
Japanese skills and participate in a nation-wide exam with awards for high achievement.

The exam will be administered at the end of March during class time (for those who do
not take the test will have altemative class assignment). The test will last for two days (Reading
section will be held on one day and Listening section will be on the next day.) I will be
receiving the result at the end of April. The result will include the score and the percentage of
the student. The students will be awarded by the Gold (90-100%), Silver (80-89%), Bronze (70-
79%), Honorable Mention (60-69%), or participation certificate, based on the score.

If your student would like to participate in this exam, please fill out the form here, and
tum in your payment ($10.00, cash or check payable to Elkins Pointe Middle School) by
Friday, January 15th. For complete information on the NJE, go to http://wwnwv.aatj org/mje .

Sincerely yours,

Ms. Miyuki Johnson (“Johnson sensei”)
Dpmessfeacter,
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“The test further strengthened his desire to
continue to learn the Japanese language.”

“I’'m glad that she had the experience of the
testing and I’'m happy that she could see
how much she’s learned and her skill level.”
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Befo re

Answer the
following question.

Kanji “X” stands
for...

A. Thursday
B. Friday

C. Saturday
D. Monday

39



MREEY DZE1L

Before After
Answer the v BE=E(ELVER | You are staying with a host family in
following REEZSA.BE |Japan. Your host mom shows you the
guestion BEZS525 festival flyer
' VvV EBHMEAND '
Kanji “L” stands Which day is the festival held?
for... ‘ - A
A. Thursday LA
A. Thursday v ah5IEHRZER B. Friday ;;;g’g_;;‘-”
B. Frid 2145 C. Saturd i
rieay v AL aturday
C. Saturday D3EE D. Monday

D. Monday
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Goal Setting

Progress-Process

Outcome-Mastery

Teaching-Learning-
Growth

National Japanese
Exam
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<NATIONAL JAPANESE EXAM 2021>

Registration Period (F8LiA#& HiRE) Late Registration (;E0ER LA A HARE)
=421 (M) — 2/5/21 (F) 2/8/21 (M) - 2/18(R)

Exam Period (GREXEART)
2/21/21 (M) — 4/10/21 (F)

Exam Fee (ZE&%l)
$10 per student (— A10K/L)

General Guidelines (HFAKS1>)
Gold Level: 90 % of the exam total score and above (T—JLFLANJL:90% L EDIEZEER)
Silver Level: 80-89 % (/)L/N\—LA~N)JL:80-89% D IFZ )
Bronze Level: 70-79 % (FAVXLAJL:70-79% D EEE)
Honorable Mention: 60-69 % (23371 E :60-69% N IEEXR)
All: Certificate of Participation (Z/&E :SM&E£8)

NJE website https://www.aatj.org/national-japanese-exam
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%e? Breakout room (25 minutes)
{

e Pleaseintroduce each other
e Topicscanbe:
o  What resonated with you?
o What questions might you have?
o  Others
e Facilitators: Please write discussion summary on the_Padelet
o https://padlet.com/ysaito_abbott/ogkw29rbqchqgfx7w
e Please return to the mainroom after your discussion at 4:28 p.m. (Pacific time)
e Evaluation
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