dpanEsk

‘-anguage
Flrnficie !
Bst

L 53 A

E|2|:n.:. ﬁEjj nik &

I : l I Japanese-L
-Langu
L Proficiency guage
Test

Guide to the Japanese -Language
proficiency Test JLPT)
in the United States

JAPANFOUNDATION%% B EE



What is the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test?

I The largest Japanese-language test in the world

The JLPT is a test for non-native speakers of Japanese which evaluates and certifies their Japanese-language
proficiency. The test is simultaneously conducted once a year in the United States.

The JLPT began in 1984. While at the beginning just 7,000 people applied to take the test in 15 countries and areas
worldwide, by 2009 the number of examinees had risen to as many as 770,000 in 54 countries and areas around the
world. Currently, it is the largest Japanese-language test in the world.
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I Serves a variety of purposes

According to the Survey of Overseas Organizations

Involved in  Japanese-Language  Education @ Number of Japanese-language
conducted by the Japan Foundation every three (persons) students overseas

years, the number of students studying Japanese 4,000,000 p—
outside of Japan grew from 127,000 in 1979 to 3.65 3,500,000

million in 2009. 3000000 202870

Along with the increase in students, the number of

2,356,745
JLPT examinees has increased. Today, people of s
various ages, from elementary school students to 2000000 623455
working individuals, take the JLPT. In addition, the 1,500,000 i
JLPT is used not only to measure ability but also for a 1,000,000 S -1
variety of purposes, including employment screening 500000 | 127,167
and evaluation for pay raises and promotions as well 09070 o84 1988 1990 1993 1998 2003 2006 2009
as to recognize qualifications. Source: Survey of Overseas Organizations Involved in Japanese-Language (vear)

Education, the Japan Foundation (provisional figures)

@ Breakdown of examinees

0.2%
7.8% /— 3.7%
_\ 11.3%
/_ Elementary-school student (primary education)
Middle-school or high-school student (secondary education)
University or graduate-school student (higher education)
27.0% Student at other educational institution (language school, etc.)

Employed (company employee, public servant, educator,
self-employed, etc.)

Other
W No response

46.3%

3.7% e

@ Reasons for taking the JLPT

Necessary for admission into university or graduate school in my
0.2% own country

/— 10.3% Necessary for admission into university or graduate school in Japan

6.7%
\ 539 Necessary for admission or as proof of proficiency for other
/ =7 educational institution in my own country

/_5-9% Necessary for admission or as proof of proficiency for other
/—2‘5% educational institution in Japan

Useful for my work or will be useful in obtaining employment,

30.7% ) A L
securing salary increase or promotion in my own country

Useful for my work or will be useful in obtaining employment,

securing salary increase or promotion in Japan
32.5% g salary P P

To measure my own level of proficiency for reasons other than

listed above
h Other
5.9% .--

M No response

* Respondents: Overseas examinees taking the December test in 2009 (valid samples: N=423,961) in 170 cities in 52 countries where the
Japan Foundation administered the JLPT.

What is the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test? @
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Characteristics of the New JLPT

The new JLPT started in 2010.

Over the course of the JLPT's nearly three decades of history, the number of Japanese-language students has
increased and their reasons for studying and using Japanese have become more diverse. In December 2010, the JLPT
was revised to meet this changing environment. The new JLPT (new test) incorporates those revisions while
inheriting content from the previous test (old test).

I Three key points of the new JLPT

Increased focus on communicative competence

The new test emphasizes not only (1) knowledge of Japanese-language vocabulary and grammar but also the (2)
ability to use the knowledge in actual communication. Thus, it measures (1) through the Language Knowledge
(Vocabulary/Grammar) test section and (2) through the Reading and Listening test sections. The new test
comprehensively measures communicative competence in Japanese through a combined assessment of these
sections.

* As with the old test, the new test is a multiple-choice exam that is scored by computer. There is no test section where applicants’
speaking or writing abilities are directly evaluated.

Five levels offered; examinees can select the right level

The new test offers five levels (N1, N2, N3, N4, N5). Each level has different test items in order to measure each
examinee’s Japanese-language proficiency as accurately as possible.

The old test offered four levels (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4). The new test adds one new level that falls between
Levels 2 and 3 in the old test; with a total of five levels, the new test allows examinees to select the level that is right
for them.

@ Summary of linguistic competence required for each level &
corresponding levels of new and old tests

Level Summary of linguistic competence required for each level Corresponding levels of new and old tests

N1 The ability to understand Japanese used in a variety of | Approximately the same level as the old Level 1 test, but
circumstances. designed to measure slightly more advanced abilities.
The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday

N2 situations, and in a variety of Approximately the same level as the old Level 2 test.
circumstances to a certain degree.

N3 The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday Positioned at a level bridging the old Level 2 and Level
situations to a certain degree. 3 tests. Newly established

N4 The ability to understand basic Japanese. Approximately the same level as the old Level 3 test.

N5 The ability to understand some basic Japanese. Approximately the same level as the old Level 4 test.

* Please see Page 6 for details of linguistic competence required for each level.




More accurately measures Japanese-language competence

The new test adopted a new scoring method to more accurately reflect examinees’ Japanese-language competence
in scores. Scores are calculated as “scaled” scores instead of raw scores.

Scores in the old test were raw scores calculated by the number of questions answered correctly. It is inevitable that
the level of difficulty of the test changes slightly from session to session no matter how carefully questions are
designed. Depending on test difficulty, this sometimes results in different scores for the same competency when raw
scores are used.

With scaled scores of the new test, how individual examinees answer particular questions (which questions are
answered correctly and incorrectly) is reviewed and scores are calculated based on scales for each level. The same
scale is always used for the same-level test. Therefore, regardless of difficulty of tests at different times, examinees
with the same proficiency have the same score.

As outlined here, scaled scores can more accurately and fairly indicate Japanese-language competence at the time of
tests.

Score report

. . . Score report (Sample: For N1-N3)
Examinees receive a Score Report that shows pass or fail, scores of

scoring sections and total score (scaled scores) as well as reference S . ..oy
information. (See Page 5 for scoring sections.) =
The reference information indicates the percentages of correct ——
responses* for each component (ex. Vocabulary and Grammar)

according to three levels, A, B and C, when a scoring section has multiple
components (ex. Language Knowledge [Vocabulary/ Grammar]). This
allows examinees to learn how well they performed in each component
and plan for their future Japanese-language study.

. . Criteria
* The percentage of correct responses is the ratio of correctly answered en

. i 0
questions to the total number of questions in each component. The be '\:)l:mgf‘re?fco"ea EETETEBBE7A
reference information indicates “the number of questions answered B: Number of correct responses s
correctly,” which differs from scaled scores. It is not used to determine between 34% and 66%

pass or fail. C: Number of correct responses is
less than 34%

Reference information

Scoring sections (scaled scores
9 ( ) (percentages of correct responses)

@ N1, N2, N3----Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) “Vocabulary” and “Grammar”
@ N4, N5-cooeeeennee Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) « Reading “Vocabulary,” “Grammar” and “Reading”

Characteristics of the New JLPT @



Test Composition and Linguistic Competence

Required for Each Level
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I Test sections and test times, scoring sections and range of scores

Test sections at the time of tests are shown in the “Test sections and test times” table at left.

Scoring sections in test results are shown in the “Scoring sections and range of scores” table at right.

@ Test sections and test times

@ Scoring sections and range of scores

) ‘ ) ) ) ‘ Range of scores
Level Test sections 3 Test times Scoring sections 3 el seors)
‘ Language Knowledge ‘ 0— 60 boi
Language Knowledge 3 ) (Vocabulary/Grammar) 3 - 60 points
(Vocabulary/Grammar) PoM0min | e oo oo
N1 -Reading | Reading | 0 - 60 points
Listening ! 60 min Listening | 0 - 60 points
Language Knowledge 0-60 o
Language Knowledge 3 . (Vocabulary/Grammar) 3 - 60 points
(Vocabulary/Grammar) ;105min | e e e
N2 -Reading i Reading i 0- 60 points
Listening 50 min Listening 0 - 60 points
Language Knowledge 0- 60 poi
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) ‘ 30 min (Vocabulary/Grammar) ‘ - 60 points
L Knowledge (G i i
N3 anguage Knowledge (Grammar) i\ 70min Reading 1 0 - 60 points
cReading R e ]
Listening ‘ 40 min Listening ‘ 0-60 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) ‘ 30 min Language Knowledge ‘
T Language Knowledge (Gramman) I (Vocabulary/Grammar) i 0- 120 points
anguage Knowledge (Grammar) | ) -Reading 3
N% Reading i e B
Listening 35min Listening 0-60 points
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary) ‘ 25 min Language Knowledge ‘
””””””””””””””””””” *Q"""""""’ (Vocabulary/Grammar) § 0-120 points
N5 Langu.age Knowledge (Grammar) ' 50min -Reading
Reading ] R
Listening 30 min Listening 0 - 60 points

Please compare the two tables from left to right to see how test sections and scoring sections correspond.

With N1 and N2, one test section, “Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) - Reading,” is divided into two
scoring sections, “Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar)” and “Reading.”
With N3, two test sections, “Language Knowledge (Vocabulary)” and “Language Knowledge (Grammar) - Reading,”
are restructured as two scoring sections, “Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar)” and “Reading.”

With N4 and N5, two test sections, “Language Knowledge (Vocabulary)” and “Language Knowledge (Grammar) -
Reading,” are combined as one scoring section, “Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) - Reading.”

With all levels, the “Listening” test section and scoring section are identical.
These differences by level are to ensure a more accurate measurement of an examinee’s Japanese-language
competence according to the characteristics of individual study stages.




I Summary of linguistic competence required for each level

The table below shows the summary of the linguistic competence required for each level. This table outlines what
is expected of examinees for each level of the new JLPT in terms of Reading and Listening. The linguistic
knowledge needed to execute the behaviors described will be required by the examinees to pass their respective
levels.

Level Summary of linguistic competence required for each level

The ability to understand Japanese used in a variety of circumstances.

« One is able to read writings with logical complexity and/or abstract writings on a variety of topics, such as
newspaper editorials and critiques, and comprehend both their structures and contents.

One is also able to read written materials with profound contents on various topics and follow their narratives as

N1 well as understand the intent of the writers comprehensively.

. Oneis able to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations, news reports, and lectures,
spoken at natural speed in a broad variety of settings, and is able to follow their ideas and comprehend their
contents comprehensively. One is also able to understand the details of the presented materials such as the
relationships among the people involved, the logical structures, and the essential points.

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations, and in a variety of circumstances to a
certain degree.

Reading [ One is able to read materials written clearly on a variety of topics, such as articles and commentaries in
newspapers and magazines as well as simple critiques, and comprehend their contents.
One is also able to read written materials on general topics and follow their narratives as well as understand the

N2 ) .
intent of the writers.

MR} - Oneisable to comprehend orally presented materials such as coherent conversations and news reports, spoken
at nearly natural speed in everyday situations as well as in a variety of settings, and is able to follow their ideas
and comprehend their contents. One is also able to understand the relationships among the people involved and
the essential points of the presented materials.

The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations to a certain degree.

. Oneis able to read and understand written materials with specific contents concerning everyday topics.

« Oneis also able to grasp summary information such as newspaper headlines.
- In addition, one is also able to read slightly difficult writings encountered in everyday situations and understand
N3 the main points of the content if some alternative phrases are available to aid one’s understanding.

. One is able to listen and comprehend coherent conversations in everyday situations, spoken at near-natural
speed, and is generally able to follow their contents as well as grasp the relationships among the people
involved.

The ability to understand basic Japanese.

« One s able to read and understand passages on familiar daily topics written in basic vocabulary and kanji.

N4

. Oneis able to listen and comprehend conversations encountered in daily life and generally follow their contents,
provided that they are spoken slowly.

The ability to understand some basic Japanese.

Reading [ One is able to read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in hiragana, katakana, and basic

N5 kanji.

Listening [ One is able to listen and comprehend conversations about topics regularly encountered in daily life and
classroom situations, and is able to pick up necessary information from short conversations spoken slowly.

Test Composition and Linguistic Competence Required for Each Level @
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New JLPT Test Item Examples

The new test measures an examinee’s level of knowledge of Japanese-language vocabulary and grammar as the
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) test section and his or her ability to use that knowledge in actual
communication as the Reading and Listening test sections.

Japanese-language competence measured by the new JLPT
(communicative competence required to perform tasks)

(1) Level of knowledge of Japanese- (2) Ability to use the knowledge (1) in

language vocabulary and grammar actual communication

Three test sections

Language Knowledge .
Reading

(Vocabulary/Grammar)

oA

The new test measures examinees’ “communicative competence required to perform tasks.” For this purpose, all test
item formats of the old test were reviewed and revisions were made. Test item formats of the new test include those

directly inherited from the old test, those incorporating partial changes and those newly adopted starting with the
new test. Below, test item examples mainly of new format items are described.

Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) Vocabulary — t'tLevfl:N?’U
est item type: Usage

B DEDTLEDOENAELTRELWVEDZ, 1-2-3-4H05—DX5UERELY

Test item on determining

ol oAV T WHEARBFELZETELDLADTVET,

2 HOAEEEETELDLVASOTVET, accurate use of a word in a &

3 ERTAR. WEREVEERHEETENDLASTOET, sentence. Test item also \\ >
found in the old test.

4 HOANFEPORELETELDVWAOTWET,

[Answer: 1]

Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) Grammar . Level: N2
Test item type: Text grammar

I RONEEFAT. XELERORBEEZT. [1 |p5[5 |OFICAZELEVEDE, 1234 H5—DBUEEL,

BITEBEBRBBINTOET, BUMIBEEPEESS EB>Th, HH5PEICEFSEEHEHE S o DN TENERALSLLHEST LE
ST ELSFENBDE LNEEA,

22T, BIEHES. HLEPERIBEOBEILTELE55L. BE. [ 1 0RhSEBEESEE. [y k- k] ZRELTVET, HETE
TTClebhBESlc. RESNLS Y K - M1tk [ 2 DT, BLErEES LFIb B2 RYET,

Sy k-rq[3 ) TBUA EIEELTNBLORESTY, HOA) L0530, B3A. B<A. BLBH. aS124—Y3 T35,
BRB, ABEE T DIABEADT £TT,

Dy ke b ORETIE. EFRBENLEBEESEVBNBEERDAICEEICEATHTE S, SFRMEENSE B THEE LT, 20D
BABRRDSAELRHEERTS Y F - M IERESNTOET,

BLBrEVNS &, REFEGHPBERBREIOLOREE[ 4 ], BOBSEBIIANICRATE, HL5eEHACRRE VNS HIEBEY S HENOTIE
BUTLESD, BEEDICRAEBEHEROLORBYET, RITHLEHEERIE. Jv B b1DESIc, £%BAEIFHLTINBED
ERLTHTROHHTL £ S5D




1 TeXETADEDY) 2 BEAREYY 3 BHaBEbEe 4 EofebbbR

Ty R bAR=UDDIFSNTNEE LS
3 JybR:bMIY—UZDFTHEELS

2 Ty R bMI—UHBDFENTVETY
4 Ty R bMI—=UEDFTHEY

I I
—_

1B 2 I 3 &b 4 LiF (1]
Test item on sentence composition while taking overall
1 EZ5NOOHYUET 2 EZSNHABTY text flow into consideration. Instead of focusing only on
3 EZZ5NTIHWELA 4 EZZ5nEFNENTEEA [—Jor the particular sentence, sentences before and \
after the sentence and overall text need to be carefully
1Ll ) ZNECBH read to answer. New test item. ‘
3 gxb5 ETHIC

[Answer[1]3 [2]2 [3]4 [4]2 [5]n

Reading

Level: N1
Test item type: Integrated comprehension

i ROALBIEZNZTNROFHENIASLTHS, ALBDOEAZFTAT. BOBWIHNTEIEZELT
BREHEEWVEDZE, 1234 H5—DRVEEL,
] . 1 |AEBDELSDERICHMNSN TV BABIEEND,
3 2ha<BEElFuinbian
i = c B o - 3 -~ £ T2
Fehbagg o PRI GESRY 58 1 HlITBRY AN IO
FES E R C o WP oA HEEE DR | 2 BESIHRNINLEOR
K Eo < AR I T &R KA i
B2 2 20 2% &05 BT g | 3 SEHTCRESNIEON
BREEB rbZ2E 78 sz g EF R | 4 SEFRARSLEOANN
= B o Iz B _ =5 s F 5 - &
Ao B BrBeicl&Es R o,
T EREO. QgL g R CHETY R G
L2oF2& b o Ck gy dn
s fiPRacfazgl B2 Byt | [ 2 consnsommemy AN EionT,
o (= = =: a = N
A FhvTclEsrgornEBaAEZHBR ADFEEEBOEEFEDLSBIHEE >TNBH,
S R RS A R R
c S ° T om & c c 75
2 L P aBEC LRGN Z D BrEE 1T AHBH, LHICHREICLTULEL,
H —E " E < % 2 L Z 3 gj ¢ 1 2 1;5 m % 7z 2 AEBH. LBITHIMTH S,
A =) X R A .
3 AIKHIMTSH B, BIFBIREIC L TLEL,
4 ARFBBREICLTUVEVS, BIdtHNTH S,
AL os @FolYix £ oRITHLNK
BEBR 2 LR LR T A S 2
ZHE- hWLWBE Y EZ2HK 3T 5 ERIE
5 £ T 4w R h D EODOL A EE YK
ngy - v z I — & & & Y oz & L A g
T nr 1 X 5B o WA S 5 k7%
Do@EE no s W O
Bbwreg H&snm £F A+ 7L
Bnhn "X % 503 L #®EARRE (1)
M 2% nrpasr —-Bh@gg o
s~ Zuiex npEooyL . o whil .
2 % BB & F ¢ 5 0 B = B 5 4 E @ Test item on reading while comparing
- O] = T nh B oo 5 1B < and matching multiple texts in order
B ° & & E WS H B O oz E ES L) .
£ L&k v @ SR 0N - T E — v B < tounderstand. New test item.
H 728 <TwhFsz® €780 m
® EP2EB s CLEL BT EOBR
B %k B & & & E 3 A E R E T [Answer:3 4]

CX1) iG]  APHEZELCHL BRI B L

BE COLARWLTIR. 2% BAAS LobAX
15530 BHS. WBIEA L

L%

(Script)

Lz B nz oL
AERDOTIRIVET, AEEVETH,

C» &
1 HRELET.
2 }agc%t:
3 shicELLET.

BLT REe
L5 25T <(EEL

Level: N4
Test item type: Utterance expressions

. RLBL) O AE fIE ELETH.

Test item on determining the appropriate
response of the person indicated with an
arrow (mp) in a particular situation. While

looking at an illustration, explanation and\ A
questions must be listened to carefully in w
order to grasp the situation. New test item. y

[Answer: 3]

New JLPT Test Item Examples @



Test Registration Process: Taking in the United States

Check with the Japan Foundation, Los Angeles, to find out how to register

July through August

Registration Period Carefully read the information on the website, register for the test and pay
(Varies Each Year) the registration fee using the online registration system or through the mail

y

November Receive test voucher and vital information sheet

First Sunday in December Take the test

p

Late February Receive the test results through the mail

m Are any special qualifications needed to take the JLPT?

The JLPT is open to all non-native Japanese speakers. There are no age restrictions for the JLPT.

When will the JLPT be held?

Once a year on the first Sunday in December.
Please check the Japan Foundation, Los Angeles Website (www.jflalc.org) for more information.

At the time of registration, | will not be in the country/area where | want to take the test.
What should | do?

You can register online as long as you have a valid credit card.

@ ExmEaENRER



How should | decide on which test level to take?

Please see the summary of linguistic competence required for each level on Page 6 and corresponding levels
of new and old tests on Page 3.

How is pass or fail determined?

In order to pass the JLPT, (1) the total score needs to be at or above the point required for passing (overall
pass mark) and (2) the scores of each scoring section need to be at or above the minimum point required for
passing (sectional pass mark). If there is even one scoring section where the score is below the sectional pass
mark, examinees are determined to have failed, no matter how high the total score he/she might have.

Overall pass marks and sectional pass marks for each level are shown in the table below. (N1, N2 and N3 have
three scoring sections each: (1) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar), (2) Reading, and (3) Listening.
N4 and N5 have two scoring sections each: (1) Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) « Reading, and
(2) Listening.)

Scores by scoring section
Total score L led Language Knowledge
Level anguage Knowledge . . .
Reading (Vocabulary/Grammar) Listening
(Vocabulary/Grammar) - Reading
Range of Overall pass Range of Sectional Range of Sectional Range of Sectional Range of Sectional
scores marks scores pass marks scores pass marks scores pass marks scores pass marks
N1 0-180 100 0-60 19 0-60 19 _ _ 0-60 19
points points points points points points points points
N2 0-180 920 0-60 19 0-60 19 _ _ 0-60 19
points points points points points points points points
N3 0-180 95 0-60 19 0-60 19 _ _ 0-60 19
points points points points points points points points
N4 0-180 90 0-120 38 0-60 19
points points - - - - points points points points
0-180 80 0-120 38 0-60 19
NS points points - - - - points points points points

m When and how will | receive my test results?

All examinees will receive their own Score Report. Successful examinees will receive a Certificate of
Proficiency. These will be sent out using USPS first class mail at the end of February or early March. If you do
not receive your report by the end of March, please contact AATJ.

Book Information

New Japanese-Language Proficiency Test Guidebook: An Executive Summary and
Sample Questions for N1, N2 and N3

@ B5, 129 pages, 1 CD included

Price: 900yen (+tax)
Publisher: Bonjinsha Inc.
ISBN: 978-4-89358-734-3

New Japanese-Language Proficiency Test Guidebook: An Executive Summary and
Sample Questions for N4 and N5

@ B5, 87 pages, 1 CD included

Price: 800yen (+tax)
Publisher: Bonjinsha Inc.
ISBN: 978-4-89358-735-0

Test Registration Process / FAQ / Book Information @



The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test In The United States

. X Apply early!
Test date: First Sunday in December

Levels offered: Five levels from N1 to N5

The application deadline is approximately two months before the test date. For details including application
method and deadline, please check with the American Association of Teachers of Japanese (AATJ) at
www.aatj.org/jlpt.

Latest test

information is
available here!

JLPT USA Website
OF TEACHERS GF JAPANESE
LA GRAE J)BR B
JLET &= SLtRRE . The American Association of Teachers of Japanese is in charge
About Participate Jobline  Prof. Development Advocacy Stucyin Japan Student Activities JLPT of organizing the Japanese Language Proficiency Test in the
seah QHome AL United States. Our website offers a great deal of information
Japanese-Language Proficiency Test: About the JLPT . . . . .
o about the test including test registration process, test sites,
Taing he JLPTinthe - What s the JLPT? as well as cost. If you are interested in taking the JLPT, please
) The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) was developed in Japan, and has been offered since Ch eck out ou r Website to ﬁ nd o ut m O re i nfo rmati o n
FAQ 1984 in countries all around the world as a means of evaluating the proficiency of non-native leamers of °
Resources Japanese
For Previous Test In the beginning, there were approximately 7,000 examinees worldwide. In 2011, there were more than
Takers 600,000 examinees in more than 60 countries.
In the United States, almost 4,000 people took the JLPT at 13 fest sites located around the country. The N Ote: I nfo rmatl on Wi I I be posted as it becom es ava | Ia b Ie.
test is administered just once a year in the US, on the first Sunday of December. (Although a July
test is given in Japan and a few other countries, the July test is NOT given in the US at this time.)

l Make a Donation http://WWW.aatj.Org/jlpt

AT r DAnes

Test Guide (including Application Form) is available at the AATJ office:

AATJ-JLPT

University of Colorado
Campus Box 366
Boulder, CO 80309-0366
Tel: 303-492-5487

Fax: 303-492-5856
Email: jipt@aatj.org

2011.06





