ATJ JSP SIG Newsletter: Issue no. 4, April 30, 2009

The ATJ JSP SIG Newsletter quarterly notifies events and opportunities of interest. Notices
appear under five headings:

JSP SIG Announcements
Conferences and Workshops
Grants and Awards Opportunities
Other information

Member in the Spotlight

abhoN=

If you have notices in these categories that you would like posted here, please send them to
Tomoko Takami at ttakami@sas.upenn.edu

The next newsletter is planned to be issued August 31, 2009. Information submitted by August
21 will appear in the next issue.

(1) JSP SIG Announcements

It was wonderful to see so many people at the ATJ Seminar on March 26, 2009. This was the
second year since the JSP SIG has started, but | think the SIG has shown its presence at the
Seminar.

We had the first SIG panel at the Seminar. | would like to thank the presenters and those who
attended the panel. It was a very exciting and robust panel filled with passion and laughter! Dr.
Motoko Tabuse presented the results of a survey she conducted with the help of JSP SIG
members. She concluded her presentation by suggesting that we be connected, proactive and
involved so we can advocate the field of business Japanese. | hope JSP SIG can be one such
home to help the field move forward. Dr.Yuki Matsuda presented research on an important
speech act, humor, and how to teach it in business Japanese courses. My presentation, | hope,
provided an example of one innovative method to teach business Japanese.

Dr. Michio Tsutsui, a discussant of the JSP SIG panel, not only gave critical insights to each
presenter but also urged that the field of business Japanese build a solid infrastructure for the
field and we work together to share effective materials, pedagogical ideas, teaching practices and
so forth. His discussion was very evocative, and it presented a broad array of ideas and
challenges we need to consider and overcome in order to strengthen our field and improve the
quality of business Japanese instruction. Dr. Tsutsui was kind and generous enough to give
permission to share a part of his discussion in this newsletter (see section (4)). | am grateful for
his contribution.

As part of the AAS conference, JSP SIG Members Dr. Tabuse, Dr.Tsutsui, Dr. Setsue Shibata
and |, along with representatives from the business sector, Mr. Muneo Takashi (Director, JETRO
Chicago) and Mr. Ken Masumoto (Michigan Economic Development Corporation), presented the
ATJ-sponsored Roundtable: “Language for Many Purposes: Teaching and Learning Japanese for



Use in Business and Society”. This roundtable explored many avenues that we can pursue,
addressing relationships between business and Japanese education, the collaboration between
business sectors and business language education, on-line business Japanese instruction, and
in-class business Japanese instruction. During this presentation, Mr. Takashi from JETRO
Chicago conveyed JETRO'’s willingness to support business Japanese education not only in the
midwest region but also throughout the United States. Dr. Tabuse and | have been closely in
touch with him for further development of collaborative projects for business Japanese education.
We will share the update with the JSP-SIG when more details are decided.

To my greatest joy, many people attended the JSP SIG panel and AAS roundtable, and it
seemed that interest in teaching Japanese for Professional Purposes was ignited . JSP SIG
membership has increased exponentially; we now have more than 50 people in the JSP SIG!

Something striking | have realized is that it seems that approximately half of the members are
teachers who have never taught Business Japanese yet and want to start teaching Business
Japanese. This means that support for those teachers will be urgently needed.

With that in mind, although it is still premature, | would like to share my wild idea with the JSP SIG
members. | would like to hold a symposium on teaching Japanese for professional purposes the
day after ATJ seminar next year. The next ATJ Seminar will be held in Philadelphia, for the first
time in 25 years or so, and | would like to take advantage of being local. My university, University
of Pennsylvania, is conveniently located from the conference site - just 10 minutes away by
subway, so | would like to hold this event at the University of Pennsylvania. The details are yet to
be determined. | would appreciate any input and suggestions as to what you want this event to
be like. Moreover, any support and help is also appreciated. | am particularly interested in
seeking financial support, which would help many people attend the conference. Please do not
hesitate to contact me for this information.

Please mark your calendar, March 27 (Friday) for this symposium as well as March 26 (Thursday)
for the ATJ Seminar.

For this issue, the “Member in the Spotlight” section is skipped, but it will come back in the next
issue.

| wish you all a restful and happy summer!

Tomoko Takami, JSP SIG coordinator




(2) Conferences and Workshops

June 18-21, 2009 Globalization Seminars: Intro to Int'l Business, Int'l Finance, Global
Supply Chain Management, Int'| Management, and Int'| Marketing
University of Memphis

http://ciberweb.msu.edu/facultydev/

The Globalization Seminars are designed to help business faculty bring international context into
the classroom and to expand teaching and research skills. Each Seminar is built around a
comprehensive "course pack" to support and demonstrate the globalization of business. These
course materials will be available to seminar participants: course outlines, case studies,
powerpoint slides, reference materials and experiential exercises. The FIVE seminars are held
concurrently; therefore, each participant may select one seminar to attend. Also, three half-day
workshops are available: Research, Teaching, and Grant Opportunities.

Location: University of Memphis

June 22-26, 2009 7th Annual Summer Institute for Teaching a Second Language for
Business Communication University of Pennsylvania

http://ciberweb.msu.edu/facultydev/

The Summer Institute for Teaching a Second Language for Business Communication is designed
primarily for secondary and post-secondary language educators. This program includes an
overview of basic business, combined with discussion of current issues in language-teaching
methodology and curriculum design. Participants work on group projects in which they design
curriculum modules that apply the concepts addressed during the program. After the institute,
participants receive a compilation of all the projects to enable them to adapt and use the modules
in their own classroom situations. Participants who are Pennsylvania or New Jersey public school
teachers are eligible to receive continuing-education credit.

Location: Lauder Fischer Hall, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

October 8-10, 2009 The CIBER Doctoral Symposium on Foreign Language Pedagogy for
Business and the Professions Purdue University

http://ciberweb.msu.edu/language/

This program will be the first symposium of its type especially for Ph.D. students in business
languages to encourage greater long-term focus on business language research and teaching
among future language faculty and leadership (deans, department heads, etc.). The conference
will focus on three themes: Current environment for business language education; Career
Development; and Instructional Design. This is a unique event that will influence future language



education leaders early in their careers to recognize the importance of business language and
culture in their academic preparation.
Location: West Lafayette, IN

March 27, 2010 Symposium on Teaching Japanese for Professional Purposes
University of Pennsylvania

Please stay one extra day in Philly after the ATJ Seminar and you will not regret! All the ATJ
members who are interested in learning how to teach Japanese for Professional Purposes are
invited to the event held at the University of Pennsylvania.

The details are yet to be determined. Any input, suggestions, and requests as to the content and
format of the event is welcome. Please do not hesitate to contact the conference organizer.

Please check future SIG newsletters and the JSP SIG emails for more details.

Contact : Tomoko Takami, University of Pennsylvania, ttakami@sas.upenn.edu

(4) Other information

The following is the excerpt presented by Dr. Michio Tsutsui, Discussant at JSP-SIP panel at the
ATJ Seminar, March 26, 2009

Business Japanese: Present and Future (Y R A HAEE : BIff., F L TEE~)

Discussant: Michio Tsutsui (University of Washington)
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2. Application of the Case Method to Business Language Instruction (Tomoko Takami) ~
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3. A method to teach business culture through humor in Japanese language usage (Yuki
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