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Abstract

This study examines kanji ability of learners of Japanese as a heritage language (JHL). Forty six
JHL students enrolled in JHL courses in two American universities took the Kanji Diagnosis
Test and a cloze test, and completed a language background questionnaire. Results indicated that
there was a statistically significant correlation among 12 types of kanji knowledge, but
acquisition rate of the knowledge varied among the types. The results also showed that
knowledge of kanji sound(s) was better acquired than that of writing kanji; there was no
significant difference in knowledge of kun and on sounds of kanji, but a significant difference
was observed in writing single kanji with kun sounds and writing compound kanji with on
sounds, which scored lowest in the kanji test. Kanji ability was significantly different between
low and high levels of reading ability, and acquisition rate of 12 types of kanji knowledge varied
within each level as well. The results suggest that multifaceted kanji knowledge is interrelated to
each other, but acquisition rate varies among the types of kanji knowledge and between reading
ability levels; language background is not a variable that influences acquisition rate of kanji
recognition and production, and knowledge of internal components of kanji.
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